


The waterside ruins
of a temple at
Tulum, on Mexico 's
Yucata n Peninsula.

Day 3 Once out of bed , head to the Downtown Bakery and
Creamery (308A Cente rSt.;7°7-431-2719;downtownbakery.net)
and order a cinnamon-sugar "do ughnut muffin." One bite will
have you drea ming up Franken-pastries of your own. Later,
saddle up for a guide d tour at the Roche Cameros Estate
Winery (28700 Arnold Dr.;707-935-J115; rochewinery.com) and
ride on hor seb ack past rows of Chardonnay grapes; sample
a few before sipping the fin ishe d vintage during dinner at
Charlie Palm er 's Dry Creek Kitche n, in the hotel.
Day 4 While you may want to lollygag away the morn ing un ­
der your goo se-down duvet , next up is a daybrea k flight wit h
Up & Away Ballooning ($245 a pe rson; 800-711-2998;up -away.
com), which includes a Champagne brunch. After you toast
your touchdown, it 's back to th e Hotel Healdsburg for a treat­
me nt in the private garden of the couples' spa suite. Opt for
the Crushed Zinfandel Body Polish ($115): you are in wine
country, after all. Dinner at Cyrus (29 North St.;707-433-3311;
cyrusresta urant.com) is an exercise in California laissez-faire.
Five courses offoie gras and chocolate? No probl em.
Day 5 On th e sixty-five-mile return trip to San Francisco, swing
byArmstrong Redwoods for one more glim pse of the seq uoias;
you'll soon be enjoying the deep glow,of their wood over cock­
tails at the Redwood Room (495 Geary St .; 415-929-2372; clift
hotel.com), in the Clift Hotel. Hopscotch across the globe during
dinner at the Arne Restaurant, in the St. Regis (125 3rd St.; 877­
787-3447; stregis.com), which serves an impro bably delicious fu­
sion of French, Ital ian and ]a panese cuisines. Retire upstairs to
the Astor Su ite ($1,200), whose floor-to-ceiling windows over­
look the lights of the city's fina ncia l district.
Day 6 Around the corner fro m th e St. Regis in the Yerba Buena
Gardens, t he Samovar Tea Lounge (730 Howard St .;415-626­
4700; samovarte a.com) has a mo de rn take on tea for two : a
pot of Ancient Gold and a platter of raw hon eycomb and
fres h fru it. Then it' s off to Golde n Gate Park to visit the col­
lection of high-altitude orchids at th e
Conservatory of Flowers (415-666-7001;
conservatoryofflowers .org). Continue
the floral th eme at th e hotel by having
your personal St. Regis butler draw you
a rose-petal bath complete with a bottle
of Krug Rose Champagne ($950). Good
luck making it to di nner.
Day 7 Watch for gray wha les (Decembe r
through April) when you fly low over the
ocean in a helicopter south to Big Sur
with Specialized Helicopters ($566 an
hour; 831-763-2244; specializedheli.com).
Land at Monterey and rent a car for your
dr ive to the Post Ranch Inn (Hwy. 1; 800­
527-2200;postranchinn.com),on the edge
of cliffs ri sing sheer from the Pacific.
The deck of your Cliff House ($2 ,185)
extends over sa id cli ffs, see mi ngly un­
te thered to land, and its floor-to -ceiling
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windows reveal nothing but gradations of blue in water and
sky. Take a guided hike along the coast, but don't worry about
changing for dinner; though the in n's Sierra Mar restaurant
serves a four-course prix fixe plated on white china, ties and
heels are somehow out of place aga inst the rugged view.
Day 8 Your suite comes sans alarm clock, so sleep in . Leave any
New Age skepticism behind whe n you visit the inn's spa; a two­
hour couple's session of Destiny Retrieval and Divination
($425) will set you on the path to wedded bliss. Spend the after­
noon combing the beach for shells and scanning the sky for Cal­
ifornia condors before curling up in a blanket on your deck to
watch the sun sink into the Pacific.

MAGNIFICENT MEXICO
AGENT Marianne Braly, Now Voyager Travel
An avid collector of Mexican folk art, as well as the owner of
Now Voyager Trave l, Bra ly is un ab ashedly excited about this
itinerary, on Mexico' s Mayan Riviera . As she says, "Where else
in the world ca n you swim in an underground cenote [sink­
hole] in the morning, wan der through Mayan ruins in the after­
noon and end the day with a candlelit dinner on the beach?"
800 -872-7847;nowvoyagertravel.com.
Day 1 Though you may touch down at the Cancun airport,
you' ll stay far from the city's infamous parties, at th e Maroma
Resort & Spa (Carretera Canctln-Tultim, km 51; 866-454-9351;
maromahotel.com), which is hidden between emerald jungle
and cerulean sea. On arriving, kick off your shoes and curl
up on the sand with a sig nature anise Maroma Marga rita,
or three. As the horizon disappears into night, retreat to your

beachfront master suite ($1,525), whose
ceramic ti le floors an d deep ma hogany
furniture glow pin k und er scattered
rose petals.
Day 2 A mu g of sp icy Mexican cocoa
a nd a platter of fresh papaya wi ll
help dispel any post-wed di ng exhaus­
tion. Catch a shuttle for the th irty­
five -minute ride down the coast to
explore Caverna de Murcielagos, one
of the Yucatan's chambered cenotes,
in Hidden Worlds Cenotes Park (Hwy .
307; 011-52-984-115-4514; hiddenworlds.
com). Certified divers can swim loop­
the-loops around its submerged stalac­
tites ($50 a tank); snorkelers will want
to play Indiana ]ones, peering through
the water for a glimpse of Mayan
gold ($30). If a day spent subterranean
gives you goose bumps, melt them
away later in Maroma's temazcal, or
sauna ($120). The intense heat and
ritual chanting are said to induce vi­
sions; a quick plunge in the ocean will
snap you back to reality.


